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Photo	Courtesy:	Aimee	Dilger/SOPA	Images/LightRocket/Getty	Images	Since	early	2020,	people	across	the	world	have	been	working	to	find	some	sense	of	normalcy	amid	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	Without	a	doubt,	this	global	health	crisis	has	changed	the	way	we	work,	play	and	learn,	but,	so	many	months	into	the	pandemic,	some	things	have	regained
their	footing.	For	example,	the	holidays	brought	on	a	rush	of	seasonal	shoppers	—	online	and,	in	some	places,	in	person	—	and	many	of	those	shoppers	were	eager	to	get	their	hands	on	the	latest	and	greatest	video	game	console.	Sony’s	PlayStation	5	(PS5)	seemed	to	be	on	almost	everyone’s	wish	list	this	year,	but,	worldwide,	millions	of	would-be
gamers	ran	into	supply	shortages	and	sold-out	stores.	So,	is	the	COVID-19	pandemic	to	blame	for	the	lack	of	PS5s	on	shelves?Why	Was	There	a	PS5	Shortage?In	a	normal	year,	people	camp	out	in	freezing	temperatures	to	be	the	first	in	line	to	buy	a	new	gaming	console.	This	year,	COVID-19	stopped	millions	of	shoppers	from	joining	the	Black	Friday
rush.	Nevertheless,	Sony	had	trouble	supplying	enough	consoles	to	meet	the	initial	demand	for	the	PS5.	Of	course,	this	came	in	a	year	when	an	unprecedented	amount	of	time	at	home	has	led	to	even	more	people	than	usual	wanting	a	PS5	to	help	them	pass	the	hours.	Photo	Courtesy:	Leon	Neal/Getty	Images	Undoubtedly,	the	PS5’s	production	was
hampered	by	the	pandemic.	To	build	a	console,	makers	require	unique	supplies	from	several	countries	and,	with	various	levels	of	lockdown	happening	around	the	world,	COVID-19	has	made	that	challenging.	Media	Tek,	the	company	that	produces	many	of	the	computer	chips	used	in	consoles,	has	publicly	acknowledged	ongoing	delays	in	production	—
delays	that	have	not	yet	improved.	Additionally,	social	distancing	in	a	factory	means	finding	a	new	workflow	without	slowing	down	production.	Once	a	console	is	produced,	it	still	faces	additional	challenges.	Usually,	Sony	relies	on	shipping	consoles	to	various	countries	by	sea.	At	the	height	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	major	ports	around	the	world
closed,	bringing	boat-based	commercial	shipping	to	a	halt.	Instead,	Sony	was	forced	to	ship	consoles	by	air,	which	is	not	only	more	costly,	but,	in	some	ways,	also	subject	to	pandemic-related	slow	downs.	Despite	Sony’s	best	efforts,	many	customers	were	still	left	out	in	the	cold.	And	once	stores	sell	out,	eager	would-be	gamers	turn	to	the	Internet	to
buy	from	resellers.	Often,	bots	are	used	to	buy	consoles	online	—	after	all,	they	can	snatch	up	purchases	faster	than	a	human	customer	can	—	and,	once	the	console	in	question	is	impossible	to	find,	these	opportunistic	resellers	go	on	to	make	thousands	per	desperate	customer.	Companies	like	Sony,	Walmart,	and	GameStop	have	taken	steps	to
mitigate	this	reseller	issue,	but	it	clearly	hasn’t	been	enough.	On	top	of	everything	else,	the	pandemic	created	the	perfect	storm	of	higher-than-usual	demand,	economic	desperation	and	limited	stock,	hence	the	ongoing	PS5	shortage.More	Product	ShortagesOf	course,	the	PS5	wasn’t	the	only	hot-ticket	item	impacted	by	the	pandemic.	Although	the
Nintendo	Switch	was	not	released	during	the	pandemic,	similar	problems	plagued	the	popular	gaming	system.	As	the	pandemic	worsened,	more	people	invested	in	at-home	forms	of	entertainment,	which	upped	the	demand	for	Nintendo’s	console	in	particular.	Unlike	other	consoles,	the	Switch	is	often	seen	as	more	accessible	to	new	or	casual	gamers
—	plus,	it	had	the	Animal	Crossing	effect	going	for	it.	Needless	to	say,	it’s	been	challenging	to	find	a	Nintendo	Switch	for	upwards	of	nine	months	now.	Photo	Courtesy:	Commercial	Eye/Getty	Images	But	supply	shortages	haven’t	been	limited	to	the	realm	of	video	games.	For	example,	Peloton	customers,	eager	for	some	engaging	at-home	workouts,
have	created	quite	a	stir	on	social	media.	From	an	economic	standpoint,	the	company	behind	the	world’s	favorite	smart	exercise	bike	has	had	an	amazing	year.	In	fact,	revenue	figures	were	more	than	double	what	was	predicted	at	the	start	of	2020.	In	terms	of	customer	service,	the	company	has	faced	more	challenges	than	ever:	Many	consumers	have
waited	more	than	10	weeks	for	their	equipment	to	arrive,	while	other	would-be	bikers	complained	of	cancelled	deliveries.When	Will	Shortages	End?At	times,	it	feels	like	COVID-19	has	increased	demand	for	nearly	everything,	from	toilet	paper	to	gaming	consoles.	Workout	equipment,	office	and	school	supplies	and	all	things	entertainment-minded	have
been	hard	to	come	by	and,	of	course,	sanitizer,	gloves	and	other	forms	of	personal	protective	equipment	(PPE)	have	been	near-impossible	to	find,	even	for	folks	who	work	in	the	healthcare	industry.	This	increased	demand	comes	at	a	time	when	major	parts	of	the	supply	chain,	such	as	the	mail	system	and	large	manufacturers,	are	being	just	as
impacted	by	national	lockdowns	and	social	distancing	guidelines.	So,	when	will	issues	like	the	high	demand	and	product	shortages	end?	Photo	Courtesy:	Budrul	Chukrut/SOPA	Images/LightRocket/Getty	Images	The	COVID-19	vaccines	provide	a	glimmer	of	hope	when	it	comes	to	things	“getting	back	to	normal”	—	or	some	semblance	of	normal.	After
all,	an	immunized	workforce	would	mean	that	manufacturers	could	operate	at	full	capacity	once	again.	However,	even	having	enough	resources	to	create	and	distribute	the	vaccines	has	proven	difficult.	With	all	of	this	in	mind,	one	thing	is	clear:	In	an	age	where	consumerism	seems	to	go	hand-in-hand	with	instant	gratification,	we’ll	just	have	to
relearn	how	to	be	patient.	MORE	FROM	REFERENCE.COM	(Image	credit:	Shutterstock)	Update:	Walmart	is	now	sold	out	of	all	consoles.	Make	sure	to	follow	our	PS5	restock	and	Xbox	Series	X	restock	guides	for	news	on	the	next	console	drop.	Walmart	PS5	restock	is	back.	If	you	missed	this	morning's	restock,	Walmart	is	offering	a	rare	PS5	restock
and	Xbox	Series	X	restock,	which	just	started	at	9	p.m.	ET.	You'll	find	the	landing	pages	for	each	console	via	the	links	below.	Walmart	also	has	preorders	of	the	new	Xbox	Series	X	Halo	Infinite	console	for	$549.	(Preorders	started	at	8:30	p.m.	ET).	It's	worth	remembering	that	Walmart	releases	stock	every	10	to	15	minutes	throughout	the	hour.	So	if	it
shows	up	as	sold	out	after	a	few	seconds,	refresh	the	page	and	check	again	as	the	restock	will	likely	last	throughout	the	hour.	Walmart	may	require	you	to	"press	and	hold"	a	buy	button	to	ensure	you're	not	a	bot	trying	to	buy	up	consoles.	Walmart	Xbox	Series	X	Halo	(sold	out)Walmart	PS5	restock	(sold	out)Walmart	Xbox	Series	X	restock	(sold
out)Walmart	restock	event	—	tips	and	tricksThe	first	thing	you'll	want	to	do	is	create	a	Walmart.com	account	if	you	don't	already	have	one.	Enter	your	address	and	credit	card	info	so	that	in	the	event	you	score	a	console,	you	can	quickly	checkout.	You'll	also	want	to	know	the	correct	landing	pages	for	the	PS5	at	Walmart.	(You'll	find	the	links
above).	Once	the	consoles	are	available	at	Walmart	you'll	have	to	act	lightning	fast	to	secure	a	console	and	purchase	it.	However,	it's	worth	noting	that	Walmart	tends	to	release	inventory	every	10	to	15	minutes.	So	if	you	don't	score	a	console	on	your	first	try,	keep	trying.	Generally	speaking,	Walmart	restocks	have	lasted	from	1	hour	to	as	long	as	3
hours.	So	it	pays	to	stick	around	and	keep	trying.	Many	have	reported	that	adding	the	PS5	to	a	shopping	list	has	helped	them	score	a	PS5.	To	do	this,	sign	into	your	Walmart	account	and	go	to	the	PS5	product	page	at	Walmart.	Click	the	"add	to	list"	icon	underneath	the	console's	image.	You'll	then	be	prompted	to	create	a	name	for	your	wish	list.	The
next	time	Walmart	has	PS5	restock,	you	should	be	able	to	add	the	console	to	your	cart	via	your	wish	list	(instead	of	going	to	the	product	page	and	waiting	for	it	to	show	up	in	stock.	Again,	your	mileage	may	vary	with	this	tactic,	but	it's	worked	in	the	past.PS5	tracker	—	stores	to	checkXbox	Series	X	tracker	—	stores	to	check	Ps5	Dualsense	On	(Image
credit:	Jennifer	Locke	/	Android	Central)	Having	trouble	keeping	up	with	PS5	restocks?	You're	not	alone.	It	seems	that	the	PS5	constantly	goes	in-stock	only	to	sell	out	moments	later	with	little	warning.	Walmart	is	generally	good	at	staggering	its	process	so	that	people	have	multiple	chances	through	the	day	to	buy	Sony's	latest	console,	but	it's	never	a
guarantee.	There	are	a	few	tips	and	tricks	you	can	use	to	make	the	checkout	process	faster	and	improve	your	chances	of	snagging	a	PS5.Millions	of	people	already	have	their	hands	on	the	console	that	we	said	was	a	technical	marvel	in	our	PS5	review.	You	really	don't	want	to	miss	out	on	all	of	the	fun.Create	a	Walmart	accountMaking	sure	you	have	a
Walmart	account	set	up	makes	the	checkout	process	extremely	quick.	Instead	of	hastily	trying	to	fill	out	all	of	your	information	before	the	PS5	sells	out,	possibly	making	mistakes	and	wasting	time	to	fix	them,	by	creating	an	account	you	can	skip	all	of	that	nonsense.Go	to	walmart.com.Select	Account	at	the	top	right	of	the	page.Source:	Android	Central
(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)Select	Create	an	account.Enter	your	name,	email,	and	password.Uncheck	"Email	me	about	Rollbacks"	to	avoid	general	marketing	emails	from	Walmart.If	you're	on	a	shared	computer,	uncheck	"Keep	me	signed	in"	to	avoid	someone	else	using	your
account.Select	Create	account.Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)Apps	like	Google	Pay	make	it	nearly	instantaneous	to	purchase	something	on	your	Android	device,	but	some	stores	don't	support	them.	Walmart	is,	unfortunately,	one	such	retailer,	but	that's	okay;	Walmart	allows	you	to	store	addresses	and	payment
information	ahead	of	time	so	you're	not	having	to	fumble	your	card	out	of	your	wallet	during	the	rush	of	a	restock.	It's	not	part	of	the	initial	account	creation	process,	but	it's	easy	enough	to	go	back	and	add	it	in	now	while	we	have	ample	time	to	ensure	we	enter	everything	correctly.After	all,	you	wouldn't	want	to	place	your	order	and	then	realize	you
sent	it	to	the	wrong	house,	right?Go	to	walmart.com.Select	Account	at	the	top	right	of	the	page.Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)Select	Account	from	the	menu.Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)Select	Delivery	addresses	under	Manage	account.Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:
Source:	Android	Central)Enter	your	address	information.Select	Save.Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)Select	Payment	methods	under	Manage	account.Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)Select	Add	a	credit	or	debit	card.Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)Enter
your	payment	information.Select	Save.Source:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)Your	shipping	and	payment	information	is	now	saved	and	can	be	automatically	selected	when	you're	trying	to	check	out	with	that	PS5	before	the	restock	runs	out,	saving	you	precious	seconds	and	potentially	saving	your	order.Download	the	Walmart
appMost	big	chain	retailers	have	mobile	apps	and	Walmart	is	no	exception.	It's	free	for	anyone	to	download	and	makes	purchasing	items	a	breeze.	If	you	happen	to	see	that	the	PS5	is	in-stock	while	you're	out	of	the	house	and	you	only	have	your	phone	on	you,	just	by	clicking	the	link	the	app	will	automatically	open	up	instead	of	the	webpage.Sign	up
for	PS5	stock	alertsBecause	of	how	popular	the	PS5	is,	you	can	usually	sign	up	for	stock	alerts	for	it	that	send	a	push	notification	or	email	to	your	phone.	While	Walmart	itself	offers	stock	alerts	for	certain	items,	it	doesn't	appear	to	do	so	for	the	PS5	at	the	moment.There	aren't	a	ton	of	great	third-party	services	that	offer	stock	tracking,	but	you	can
always	try	nowinstock.net.	It	keeps	track	of	stock	at	Walmart,	Target,	Best	Buy,	GameStop,	Amazon,	and	PlayStation.	You	can	set	up	an	alarm	and	customize	it	with	browser	alerts	if	you	create	an	account	so	you	don't	miss	anything.Best	PS5	games	to	playSource:	Android	Central	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Central)When	you've	finally	been	able	to
buy	a	PS5,	you'll	need	some	games	to	play.	We've	compiled	a	list	of	the	best	PS5	games	available	right	now	across	several	different	genres.	Looking	for	family-friendly	titles?	Maybe	interested	in	its	free-to-play	games	so	you	don't	have	to	spend	any	money.	We've	got	you	covered	along	with	some	recommendations	for	the	most	popular	games	out	there.
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